Getting The Most Out Of Your Island
House Rental

By: Christine OKell

When you decide to visit a tropical location, your first impulse might be to choose a
hotel. But hotels, particularly in popular island locations, are always busy and
impersonal. In general, a hotel experience feels the same whether you're in Florida or
Chicago. A more private island rental allows you to experience the nuances of your
unique

More and more travelers today seeking a more authentic experience opt for an island
house rental. In a rental property, they can relax and be as comfortable as they would be
in their own home, enjoying the surroundings contentedly and absorbing the atmosphere
of the islands without any stress. With the wide variety of island homes available for
rental, there is an almost unlimited variety of residences to choose from. Stay length can
be varied, and detailed information is available online.

A Paradise Close to Home?

When considering island homes, one of your first questions should be distance. How far
do you want to travel to reach your island paradise? Although places like Hawaii and
other Pacific islands may beckon, the cost to travel over seas is tough for many families
today. But that doesn't mean that you need to forego your island vacation until the
economy recovers. There are plenty of island retreats in the continental US that you can
reach by driving!

The south coast of Florida boasts a string of incredible islands such as, Marco Island and
the weather is delightfully temperate, particularly on some of the islands off of the coast.
As you look amongst these islands, it is not hard to find an island house rental. VVacation
rentals are quite common here, as many people choose to purchase a home down in
Florida, but only use it part of the year, renting it out the rest of the time. As a vacationer,
this system works to your benefit: the owner will maintain a beautiful home, and you will
enjoy all the comforts of it during your stay.

What To Do Before You Go

You will have much more freedom with a house rental than if you simply lodged in a

. Your activities will not be pre-planned, and you will have complete control over
what you do each day. Furthermore, you will be completely immersed in the island
culture around you, interacting with the people who actually live in the area and know it
intimately, rather than a concierge taught to send you to whatever local businesses have
cut deals with the hotel. You are at complete liberty to plan your own
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One of the best things to do before you leave is to do online research. Not only is this a
lot of fun, but it helps you plan out your trip so that you get the most out of your vacation.
Learn about the area surrounding the rental, and make note of any activities you want to
do. If you're the type of person who doesn't care much for preplanned vacations, that's
fine: just make note and then do it spur of the moment when you arrive at your island
house rental.

Before you set off on your vacation, print out your information so that you don't forget
your plan details and so that you have driving directions to all of the things you want to
see. Once you know where you want to go, and you have yourself established in an
excellent island house rental property, you are set to have an excellent vacation.
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